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ABSTRACT

| propose to do three things in this paper; (i$how how notions like ‘Mother Tongue’ {l. ‘Second Language’
(L,), and ‘Foreign Language’ (FL) derive their ‘meagiiand ‘value’ from the system network of languagesvhich they
function; (ii) to highlight the fact that changesthe role of any of the languages in the netwark create problems for
planners; and (iii) to prove on the basis of the asHindi in India and of English in Singapore tthrale-changes’ and
‘function assignments’ necessitate the creatiorgido of role-worthy registers, extension of registange, and
recognition of teaching and training strategieseatondary and tertiary levels to meet the changamymunicative needs

of people who operate in multilingual and multicuél settings.
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